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The Medical Sciences Program was happy to host Dr. Abigail 
Tissot at the October 21st seminar. Dr. Tissot is a clinical 
psychologist that has practiced at Children’s Hospitals 
throughout the nation and is the Assistant Dean of Admissions 
at UCCOM. She encouraged students to expunge the habit 
of making assumptions and seeking similarities in others and 
rather, pursue opportunities where we learn from those that 
provide a different perspective. She asserted the importance 
of seeking experiences that will better the individual, not the 
application. UCCOM employs a holistic approach when 
reviewing applications and seeks a diverse student 
population committed to a variety of topics in medicine 
today. Thank you Dr. Tissot for sharing your story and advice 
for students during this busy application season! 
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“Even if you’re off 
duty, as a doctor, you 
are always on duty.”  
- Dr. Lewis 

 

Dr. Christopher Lewis 
Three days before leaving for Tanzania, Dr. Chris Lewis 
motivated Medical Sciences students with an inspiring talk on 
professionalism, global health, and the Village Life Outreach 
Project. Dr. Lewis is a family practice physician at UC Health 
and founder of the Village Life Outreach Project. This non-
profit organization seeks to provide medical care and to 
promote education to communities in Tanzania. Dr. Lewis 
takes interested UCCOM students with him to aid in patient 
care. The group works with leaders of each Tanzanian 
community to determine what would be most valuable and 
essential for improvements in community health. Since its 
inception, the project has fed 1200 children, and proves to be 
an invaluable experience for any student looking to gain a 
new perspective in culture and in medicine.   

Additionally, Dr. Lewis spoke about the significance of a 
physician’s commitment to professionalism and respect for 
the needs of a patient. He focused on the five professionalism 
competencies outlined by the Accredited Council for 
Graduate Medical Education and urges students to develop 
the foundation for these behaviors and practices throughout 
college. It is the commitment to the highest level of 
professionalism that contributes to quality physician-patient 
interaction and the success of a physician.   

Thank you to the Medical 
Sciences faculty & students 
that attended the first annual 
Med Sci tailgate on October 
1st!  

 

ATTN: Med Sci 
Learning Communities 
will be collecting 
canned goods until 
Nov. 23! Donations will 
be collected in 
MSB2081F and French 
Hall 2601. Contact 
Kathryn Green or Alex 
Balboa with any 
questions.  



November 2015 

Student Spotlight: Rohan Srivastava 
Rohan is a first year student in the inaugural Medical Sciences 
Major Class of 2019. He is involved in student organizations on 
campus such as the Asian-American Association and 
GlobeMed. Additionally, Rohan is involved in the production of 
the MedCat Jr.! Outside of his academics, he volunteers for 
Bearcat Coders at Hughes High School and CCHMC. For fun, 
Rohan enjoys reading non-fiction, practicing yoga, and 
watching Chelsea FC.  

 

Q: What are you most looking forward to this spring?  
            A: Dr. Blackard’s Public Health in Southern Africa course!    
  

Q: Favorite restaurant in Cincinnati?     
A:  Al-Madina on W Corry St. 

 

Q: Favorite quote? 
A: “Laughter is the best medicine.” 
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 Center for 
Courageous 

Kids  

Over the first weekend of October 2, six of our very own Medical Sciences students traveled to 
Scottsville, Kentucky to volunteer at the Center for Courageous Kids (CCK). The camp provides “a 
place where children living with life threatening illnesses and their families…come free of charge and 
have fun, find respite, feel normal and forget about their every day struggles”. On this Epilepsy Retreat 
Weekend, each volunteer was assigned a child and assisted them with activities such as arts and 
crafts, bowling, archery, horseback riding, fishing, and swimming. This experience provided our students 
with first-hand involvement among pediatric medical patients and their families, gaining a deeper 
understanding of the hardships that these persons go through on an every day basis. The camp proved 
to be an enjoyable experience for the students, children, and families. We anticipate arranging this 
opportunity for Med Sci students each semester! 

 

Dr. Phillip Diller 

On October 7, the Medical Sciences seminar 
began with an introduction to a “Design 
Thinking and Healthcare Design” track currently 
in development initiated by Dr. Bain Butcher. 
Along with being a physician, Dr. Butcher is a 
drawing and painting professor for DAAP. He 
explained his work in the fine arts, emphasizing 
the topic of epistemology, the study of 
knowledge. Dr. Butcher believes that it is 
beneficial for students who aspire to become 
physicians to participate in fine arts courses. 
The track will encourage improvements in 
narrative medicine by integrating the 
importance of visual skills and attention to 
detail in the curriculum. The track also intends 
to combine research in the fine arts with 
research in medicine. Dr. Butcher anticipates 
that the designated DAAP courses will be 
available to medical sciences students by the 
2016-2017 academic year.  

Following Dr. Butcher’s talk on the art of 
medicine, Dr. Philip Diller spoke of his journey to 
becoming a master physician and his passion for 
helping students along this same journey. As the 
son of a physician in a small town, he was able to 
observe the most challenging and rewarding 
moments of primary care medicine. Dr. Diller 
created the Medical Sciences course, Becoming 
a Master Physician, which concentrates on the 
integration of art and science in medicine, as well 
as the stages to reach the level of Master 
Physician. Dr. Diller believes that there are five 
stages to become a Master Physician: Pre-
Medicine (22 years), Medical School (4 years), 
residency and fellowship (3-7 years), 
“competent” physician (5-7 years), and finally, 
Master Physician. After the brainstorming session, 
Dr. Diller ended his presentation by talking about 
the dimensions of man: physical, 
psychological/emotional, social, chronological, 
and spiritual. He believes that a good physician 
must heal any of these dimensions when it is 
affected in the patient by being an active 
listener, altruistic, and clinically competent.  

Dr. Bain Butcher  


