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Today’s Presentation:

The lllustrative Female: Mary Maciel and
Other Women in 20th Century Medical
lllustration

Though the number of female medical and health professionals rose gradually throughout the early twentieth century, one
area of the medical field in which women not only worked, but thrived, was that of medical illustration. Of the 60 charter
members of the Association of Medical lllustrators in 1946, forty were women. Though many of these women were trained
by the famous Max Brodel at Johns Hopkins, these female artists very soon began to exercise leadership in the field for
many years to come. In Cincinnati, this national pattern was personified in Mary Maciel. Like many of her female
contemporaries, she was trained by Brodel at Johns Hopkins. It was Maciel however who began the medical illustration
department here at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and served as its chair for over twenty years. This
presentation will share insights primarily into the life and work of Mary Maciel, while at the same time look at the work of
several other women whose skill at depicting human anatomy made them invaluable to the medical profession they served.

Gino Pasi

Archivist/Curator

Donald C. Harrison Health Sciences Library



The Illustrative
Female: Mary Maciel
and Other Women in
20th Century
Medical Illustration




medical illustration

e Old as civilization itself

e |[lustration as Instruction
0 Ancient Greece, 400 BCE

Greek Vase Painting, Achilles Bandaging Patroklos,
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin




Niketas
Codex

?00s CE, Constantinople
Hippocrates, Galen, etc.

Surgery and Orthopedics
Earliest surviving source of
Ancient Greek

writers/illustrators.

Codex Niketas, Biblioteca Medicea
Laurenziana, Florence, Italy




renaissance

e Takes off

e Refocus on the
human/human body

» Gutenberg Press -
1450s

Vitruvian Man, Leonardo da Vinci, Gallerie
dell'Accademia, Venice, 1492



David, Michelangelo,
Galleria dell'Accademia,
Florence, 1504




De humani corporis fabrica, Andreas Vesalius,
1543




Technological improvements
contribute increasingly to
better more refined illustration

* Printing
* Writing/Drawing

Implements, etc.

Paolo Mascagni,
Anatomia Universae
Iconae, 1824
(posthumous)



process

» Doctors, anatomists, pathologists, etc.
would work with an artist.

* Not exclusively medical illustrators
e May give them loose sketches

e Observe an anatomy/surgery

» Contracted separately

« Often not given credit.

Andreas Vesalius - /'ve paid them; they
don’t need credit.




professionalization

 Max Brodel (1870-1941)
* Leipzig, Germany
* Notoriety as medical illustrator

* 1894—Invited to Johns Hopkin
by pathologist Frederick Mall

e 1911—creates Department of
Arts as Applied to Medicine,
JHU




* "Republican
Mothers” Women &

. Im.portaﬂt grammar &
e Private tutors
e Public School Secondary

school



» July 16, 1840 —Catherine Brewer
becomes the first woman to earn
a bachelor's degree, graduating

from Wesleyan College in Macon,
Ga.

pOS [- . 1849 —Elizabeth Blackwell

becomes the first woman to
graduate from medical school

SBCO ndary when she finishes at the top of

her class at Geneva Medical

educa tiOn School in Geneva, N.Y

» 1877 —Helen Magill becomes the
first woman to earn a Ph.D. when
she finishes her graduate studies
in Greek at Boston University.




:ITgrjr?ed Nurses prOfeSSiOnS

 Teachers

» Social workers for WOmen

e Musicians/Teachers or
Music

e Artists/Teachers of Art



Hopkins and Brodel

» Johns Hopkins is first coeducational medical school in the country
* Train a number of women medical illustrators

* These illustrators then go out to other universities



* Brodel Student, Hopkins
Graduate

« Early 1930s forms Department
of Medical Art at Massachusetts
General/Harvard.




Dorcas
Hager
Padget

Trains under Brodel

Works for neurosurgeon Walter Dandy

Becomes famous scientific researcher at the
Department of Embryology at the Carnegie Institutic

of Washington & University of Maryland School of
Medicine.



e Studies under Brodel
e Graduates JHU 1925

 Establishes and directs the
Medical Art Service
Department at the
University of Toronto.

Marie Wishart
(1893-1982)



» Graduates Johns Hopkins University.
1925

* Forms and leads first medical
illustration department at Vanderbilt
Medical Center.

Susan Wilkes



Association of Medical
Illustrators

July 6, 1945

e 29 charter members
--18 female

e 60 atfirst annual
meeting
--38 women

22 » ASSOCIATION of

HEDICAL ILLUSTRATORS
, minating the Scie



Mary Maciel (1906-1990)

e Graduated from JH with MA and invited to UC to
teach medical illustration.

e 1947/48--creates and lead the UC COM'’s first
School of Medical lllustration.




Maciel

* New Bedford MA
* Orphaned as a young child

o Sickly child - began drawing in
orphanage infirmary

* Resume sketchy with education

» Worked in Lab after high school

* Encouraged to become medical
illustrator.



Maciel

e Swain School of Art (UMASS
Dartmouth), the Martinette School
of Art (Baltimore) the Art Students
League (NYC)

e 1930-Graduates from JHU with MA

* 1932-33 - In Cincinnati Teaching a
ucC

e 1948 - Creates and leads UC COM
School of Medical lllustration



Maciel

e 1948 - Organized UC's clinical photography
Laboratory
e 1949 - organized prosthetics laboratory as part of the
illustration department
* 1950 - begins travelling the world, visiting professor,
consultant, a Fulbright Professorship
» Strassbourg France
e lLebanon,
e Suriname,

e Lima,

e Peru,

e Brazil,

e Indig,

e Thailand,
* Yugoslavia
e |celand,

e Panama

* Cape Town, South Africa (1968)



“l want Cincinnati quality.” C. Barnard















1973: End of an Era
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