
Samareh Dadashazar–Preliminary 

 

Medical School Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center School of 
Medicine  
 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
 

Awards 
 

Hometown 

Schreiner University 
BA, Chemistry (Summa Cum 
Laude) 
 

Alpha Omega Alpha 
 

San Antonio, TX 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Dadashazar, S. Cornea Verticillata. Case Conference presentation at the Casey Eye Institute, Portland, OR, October 18, 
2019. 
 
Dadashazar, S. Ectropion uvea and secondary glaucoma. Grand Rounds presentation at the John A. Moran Eye Center, 
Salt Lake City, UT, August 21, 2019. 

 

Hobbies 
I love to explore new restaurants and make food from scratch in my kitchen. My favorite food indulgence is omakase 
and my favorite meal to make is pizza - with homemade crust and sauce, of course! I love hiking, fly fishing, and 
exploring the outdoors with my husband, and I find boating on a lake or the ocean to be one of the most peaceful 
activities. I enjoy performing in and watching theatrical arts, particularly musicals and comedies.  And lastly, I love 
playing strategy-based games and spending time with my friends and family. 

 

Personal Statement 
I didn’t decide to pursue ophthalmology until well into my third year of medical school, after I had been exposed to a 
majority of my rotations and had a solid idea of what my interests were and how I wanted my practice to look like in 
the future. After hearing about my desire for a primarily clinical-based practice combined with my love for surgery 
and specialty work, my mother’s ophthalmologist suggested I learn more about the field. I had been exposed to the 
patient side of ophthalmology for my mother's diabetic retinopathy for many years but had had limited exposure 
during my medical education. As I began shadowing in the ophthalmology clinic at my home institution, I was 
immediately fascinated. I quickly realized how many systemic diseases have ocular manifestations, bringing much 
diversity to the patient population, which I greatly enjoyed. I was drawn to the extensive tools and technology being 
utilized, from the indirect ophthalmoscope, to laser therapy, to microsurgery, and am excited to learn the skill sets 
needed to master them. No other field of medicine has amazed me more than the days I’ve spent in ophthalmology. 
Additionally, I cannot think of a more impactful and rewarding career than preserving and restoring vision. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
I remember receiving my invitation to interview at Cincinnati and being so surprised and excited! Coming from living 
in Texas my whole life, I was eager to discover a new part of the country and knew the ophthalmology program here is 
one of the best. During the pre-interview social the night before, I ended up talking with two current residents for the 
entire two hours. I left the social feeling invigorated and knew I found the place I wanted to train. Not only are the 
facilities and surgical training top notch, but every person I interacted with were so friendly and genuinely wanted to 
get to know me. Additionally, the ophthalmology and internal medicine departments here offer what I believe is the 
best combined intern year. When I saw my match results, I jumped up and down and squealed with pure excitement. 
I am beyond proud to call Cincinnati my home for the next four years.  



Logan DeHoff–Preliminary 

 

Medical School University of Kentucky College of 
Medicine 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
Hometown 
 
Awards 

University of Kentucky 
BS, Biology 
 
Russell, KY 
 
Alpha Omega Alpha 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Reynolds, L., Chavan, N., DeHoff, L., Preston, J., Maddox, H., O'Brien, J., . . . Pearson, K. (2019). Smoking during 
pregnancy increases chemerin expression in neonatal tissue. Experimental Physiology, 104(1), 93-99. 
 
DeHoff, L., Sudhakar, P., & Maldonado, R. (July 2019). Multiple Bilateral Choroidal Nevi in a Case of Neurofibromatosis 
Type I. Oral presentation presented at: Upper Midwest Neuro-ophthalmology Group Meeting; Northwestern 
University Medical Center, Chicago, IL, USA 

 

Hobbies 
I enjoy spending my time being active including hiking, fishing, playing sports or working out. I am currently trying to 
improve my distance running and training for a local half-marathon. I also have a love for animals and enjoy spending 
time with my two dogs, Brady and Tucker. 

 

Personal Statement 
I was permitted to observe procedures taking place in the operating room, the first of which was a strabismus 
surgery being performed on a young child. I was fascinated by the concept of performing surgery on such a delicate 
yet remarkably impactful organ. The coordination and attention to detail required had me in awe (I thought calipers 
were only used in middle school math class). Each incision made, and every suture placed required strategic 
calculation and pinpoint accuracy to optimize both the visual and esthetic outcome for this child. During the 
procedure I couldn’t help but think of my younger sister who required multiple strabismus surgeries at a very young 
age. Since the time of her surgeries, she has lived a life of happiness and confidence that may not have otherwise 
been possible. I knew that the child in front of me would have that same opportunity. By the end of the surgery, I 
was assured this was the career that was calling me. My sight was set on ophthalmology. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
I chose Cincinnati because I want to receive top-notch training at an institution that has constructed a culture of 
community and togetherness. During my interview at the University of Cincinnati, I was impressed with both the 
incredible training and the palpable bond between all of the residents and faculty. I look forward to calling Cincinnati 
my new home and creating bonds with my new UC healthcare family.  

 



Ben Greiner-Preliminary 

 

Medical School University of North Texas Health 
Science Center at Fort Worth - 
Texas COM 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
Awards 

Brandeis University 
BS, Biochemistry & Biology 
 
Sigma Sigma Phi 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Kamal M1, Mohamed ASR2, Volpe S3, Zaveri J4, Barrow MP4, Gunn GB5, Lai SY5, Ferrarotto R6, Lewin JS4, Rosenthal 
DI5, Jethanandani A7, Meheissen MAM8, Mulder SL5, Cardenas CE9, Fuller CD10, Hutcheson KA11; MD Anderson 
Head, Neck Cancer Symptom Working Grou. Radiation-induced hypothyroidism after radical intensity-modulated 
radiation therapy for oropharyngeal carcinoma; Radiotherapy dose-volume parameters predict videofluoroscopy-
detected dysphagia per DIGEST after IMRT for oropharyngeal cancer. Radiotherapy and Oncology: Journal of the 
European Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology. 2018, Sep; 128(3): 442-451. 

Sonja Stieb, MD, Abdallah S.R. Mohamed, MD MSc, Tanaya S. Deshpande, BDS, Jared Harp, BS, Benjamin Greiner, BS, 
Adam S. Garden, MD, Jack Phan, MD PhD, Jay P. Reddy, MD PhD, William H. Morrison, MD, David I. Rosenthal, MD, 
Steven J. Frank, MD. Prospective Observational Evaluation of Radiation-induced Patient-reported Late Taste 
Impairment Kinetics in Oropharyngeal Cancer Patients: Potential for Improvement over Time?. 
 

 Hobbies 
Tennis, Ping-Pong, Exercising, Country Music, Card Games 

 

Personal Statement 
During the summer following my first year, I had the privilege to conduct radiation oncology research at MD 
Anderson which further strengthened my interest in the profession. I was given the responsibility of examining and 
sorting CT scans based on contrast status. Practicing the observation of each detail trained me to recognize 
structures quickly. Additionally, I interviewed patients regarding their side effects to treatment. This research 
opportunity was my first main exposure to radiology with respect to real-world practical use. My radiology elective in 
my third year gave me more insight into the specialty. I witnessed a private practice radiologist reading images and 
generating notes that speak to the management of the patient’s conditions. It was an exciting challenge to make 
sense of the images while asking questions about the importance of findings in the patient’s clinical context. The 
problem-solving aspect of radiology seen during the rotation further reinforced my interest in this specialty. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
Cincinnati always struck me as a fantastic academic program for conducting an internship. I had no doubt that I would 
have excellent preliminary medicine training before heading off to residency. Everyone was so friendly during the 
interview day as well, which made me want to join the crew. Cincinnati is a great city too! You can’t beat Skyline Chili 
or Graeter’s Ice Cream!  

 



Jordan Perlman- Preliminary 

 

Medical School The University of Toledo College 
of Medicine and Life Sciences 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
 
Hometown 

The Ohio State University 
BBA, Chemistry 
 
 
Cincinnati, OH 

 

Hobbies 
Eating good food. Traveling. Sports fan - Bearcats basketball, Buckeyes/Bengals football. Fantasy football.  
 

Personal Statement 
During one of my third year clerkships, my parents called me with startling news that my grandpa fell down a flight 
of stairs and was in the hospital being evaluated by a neurosurgeon. My mind started racing and I jumped to what I 
learned during medical school about intracranial hemorrhages and associated mortality rates. I then thought to 
myself, even if he did survive the surgery, how would the residual effect of this fall impact his life in the future? 
Despite my worrying, he rehabilitated nearly to his baseline prior to his fall. He was diagnosed with a subdural 
hemorrhage, and he was discharged after a one-week hospital course. After his stay in the hospital, he was admitted 
to an inpatient rehabilitation facility where he completed his next phase of recovery. While under the care of a 
physiatrist, for three weeks, he made tremendous strides and regained almost all function he had lost. From afar I 
saw how this physician advocated for my grandpa and lead an interdisciplinary team with nursing staff and physical 
and occupational therapists that spurred life altering improvement. Seeing his successful rehabilitation felt surreal 
and sparked my interest in PM&R. My personal and clinical interests, my desire to build long lasting relationships 
with patients, and my experiences rotating in PM&R all combined to motivate me to pursue a career in this specialty. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
Being from Cincinnati, I thought it would be a great opportunity to return home for my intern year. I got a great vibe 
from the attendings and the residents during the interview process and it felt like a nice fit.  

 



Charles (Chaz) Shelton- Preliminary 

 

Medical School University of Pikeville - Kentucky 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
 

Awards 
 

Hometown 

University of Kentucky 
BS, Biology with Neuroscience 
minor (summa cum laude) 
 

Sigma Sigma Phi 
 

Lexington, KY 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Shelton, C.C., & Tyagi, S.C., & Sanampudi, S., & Issa, M.M., & Raissi, D., & Lowry, C.M., & Winkler, M.A. Congenital 
intravascular abdominal aortic band initially thought to be a metallic foreign body: Characterization using 
microanatomical CT reconstruction technique. Radiology Case Reports. 2019, Sep; Volume 14(Issue 9): 1127-1131. 
Cited in PubMed; PMID: 31360273. Pub Status: Published.  
 
Shelton, C.C. (2019, May 09). Fibromuscular Dysplasia. https://medpix.nlm.nih.gov/case?id=cbb75739-3134-45a0-
8a65-149c2e5beeba, Pub Status: Published.  

 

Languages Spoken 
Spanish 

 

Hobbies 
I enjoy fly fishing and hand tying artificial flies. I have fly fished in over 10 states, 4 National Parks, and assisted with 
professionally guided fly fishing trips. My other hobbies include homebrewing beer and house plants. 
 

Personal Statement 
I have always had an intrinsic passion for learning medicine of all specialties. I found interest in a variety of content 
from each clerkship I participated in. Radiology allows an incorporation of nearly every specialty and requires 
knowledge that spans deeper than what an image portrays. This is what I genuinely enjoy—learning medicine from 
the inside out. Practicing radiology would give me the means to continue to learn in every facet of medicine, while 
visually recognizing the manifestations of disease. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
I matched at Cincinnati for my preliminary IM year and for Diagnostic Radiology residency. During my elective 
rotation in radiology at UCMC I was impressed by the camaraderie between the residents and the attending 
physicians. UCMC provides an exemplary environment for learning and understanding medicine. My impression was 
bolstered when I interviewed with the Internal Medicine program. I felt that UCMC not only prioritizes patient care 
but also emphasizes resident wellness and learning. I am confident that my preliminary year Cincinnati will allow me 
to excel during my radiology residency. 

 



Areej Usmani - Preliminary 

 

Medical School The University of Toledo College 
of Medicine and Life Sciences 

Graduate School 
 
 

Boston University 
MPH, Epidemiology, 
International Health 

Undergraduate School 
 
 

Awards 
 

Hometown 

The Ohio State University 
BA, International Development 
 

Alpha Omega Alpha 
 

Cleveland, OH 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Usmani, A.A., Matus, C., & Al-Omari, Y. (March, 2019). Understanding Patients’ Perspectives on Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus in 

Amman, Jordan. Presented at: AMSA Convention & Exposition; District of Columbia, DC, USA.  

 

Languages Spoken 
Urdu; French, Arabic (basic) 

 

Hobbies 
Reading, traveling, studying languages, amateur astronomy, baking  
 

Personal Statement 
If there is a central theme in my life and education, it is my unmitigated passion for travel. Armed with a master’s in public health, 
I’ve had the unique opportunity to work, research, and study in several countries around the world. I have met remarkable people, 
conquered a fear of heights by jumping headfirst into the Zambezi, and been tested after dwelling with crab spiders for half a year. 
Living abroad has rendered me curious and creative; it has taught me more than any classroom. What I love most about traveling 
is exactly what I love about medicine - the ability to interact with different cultures and peoples, the thrill of discovering something 
new, and the opportunity for a lesson at every turn. As a non-traditional student, my decision to pursue dermatology might appear 
contrived. However, it was a far more natural choice than I ever expected. I initially entered medical school with every intention of 
pursuing family medicine because of my particular interest in how cultural beliefs modify health behaviors. With my past 
experiences in global and public health, primary care seemed to check all of the proverbial boxes. I didn’t expect, however, to enjoy 
my preclinical classes so much or to discover a talent for histology. With some guidance, a few mentors nudged me in the direction 
of dermatology as they felt it a “complete” field—one that would address everything I enjoy in medicine. Encounters ranged from 
frightened toddlers to hesitant octogenarians, giving me the opportunity to teach and reassure. From excising a lesion to reading 
a biopsy and managing the patient clinically, I fell in love with patterns of the skin and have not looked back. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
To be honest, I initially applied because it was convenient – my husband’s family lives in Cincy and I was quite familiar with the city.  
But after hearing Dr. Warm speak and meeting the residents, the program amazed me. As a preliminary resident, I have only one 
year to grasp internal medicine, and I wanted that year to be a strong one. Cincinnati’s program marries rigorous training and a 
supportive atmosphere so perfectly. I have no doubt that I’ll be taught to become a compassionate and capable physician here.  

 



Jared Vearrier- Preliminary 

 

Medical School University of Minnesota Medical 
School 
 

Undergraduate School 
 
 
Hometown 

St. Cloud State University 
BS, Biochemistry 
 
Osakis, MN 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Vearrier, J. (2019). Juvenile Osteochondritis Dissecans. American College of Radiology, Case in Point. 

 

Languages Spoken 
Spanish 
 

Hobbies 
My wife & four boys were my primary diversion from the rigors of medical school.   
Violin, Guitar, Mandolin: I enjoy playing music in the evenings after work.   
Running is one of the best ways I have found to de-stress.  
Hockey: I enjoyed playing intramural hockey during the first two years of medical school.   
Soccer: I played intramural soccer during my M1 and M2 years, and played on a men’s league this past winter.  
Canoeing on Lake Superior was a highlight of M1 and M2. 
 

Personal Statement 
At age fifteen I began accompanying my dad to work in his flooring installation business. The first time he let me lay tile by myself 
was only after he had taught me to carefully measure, mark and cut tile as his assistant. After high-school I worked my first job as a 
carpenter. My boss appreciated my eye for straight lines and tight-fitting joints and often gave me finish work. Two and a half years 
later, I felt the call to the priesthood and entered the seminary. Latin was one of my favorite subjects and I aspired to become adept 
at translating the ancient texts. My two years at the seminary gave me a new love for learning and a desire for more. Three years 
later, I graduated from technical college having double majored in Fluid Power and Manufacturing Engineering Technician. Despite 
the recession, I obtained a job as a maintenance technician for a freezer manufacturing plant where I worked the 12-hour night shift 
for nearly five years. The production line ran until midnight, and when it broke down there was immense pressure to repair it rapidly 
as the line-supervisor had to account for every unit below the daily quota. Being the mechanic, I was required to determine the 
problem and provide a solution and an estimated length of downtime for repairs. Many times, the challenge was beyond my skill  
set and I would call upon the electronic or tool and die technicians for help. My hunger for knowledge and desire for a career that 
had more intellectual demands spurred me to return to college. While working full-time I began taking one class at a time until I 
was able to purchase a second home that I moved into with my wife and two boys in order to rent out our first home. The rent 
money covered our mortgage payments for both homes allowing me to quit my job and become a full-time student. My interest in 
medicine grew during my time working part-time as a PCA in the ICU at the local hospital. Three years later I graduated with a 
biochemistry degree and was accepted to medical school. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
I enjoyed my interview day, the residents were welcoming and it was clear Dr. Warm was invested in resident education. My prelim 
year is the foundation for my radiology training and I believe that my UC medicine year will be a solid start. In addition to great 
training, it also made logistic sense as I will be completing my radiology residency at UC. Moving my family once was an obvious 
choice for my wife and I. We are also blessed to have family who live nearby in Kentucky. The whole package was a great fit and we 
look forward to making Cincinnati and the surrounding area our home for the next five years.  

 



Stephanie Wey- Preliminary 

 

Medical School Sidney Kimmel Medical College 
at Thomas Jefferson University 
 

Undergraduate School 
 

 
Awards 
 

Hometown 

Swarthmore College 
BA, Biology 
 

Gold Humanism Honor Society 
 

Westmont, IL 

Representative Publication/Presentation 
Publications 
Wey, S., Amanullah, S., Spaeth, G.L. et al. Is primary open-angle glaucoma an ocular manifestation of systemic disease? Graefes 
Arch Clin Exp Ophthalmol 2019;257(4): 665-673.  
 
Halpern D., Wey S. Clinical benefit of neuroimaging in an elderly patient with depression. Prim Care Companion CNS Disord. 
2019;21(4):18l02392. 
                    
Poster Presentations 
Wey, S., Ramsay, C., Li, L., Lee, D. “Effectiveness of an Educational Intervention on Glaucoma for a Mandarin-speaking Population 
in Philadelphia: A Proof of Concept Study.” Presented at Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology Annual Meeting, 
May 3, 2019, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 
   
Lee, D., Sanvicente, C., Yung, E.S., Wey, S., Saharan, A., Moster, M.R., Myers, J.S., Katz, L.J. “Changes in Peripapillary Blood Flow 
After Use of Antiglaucoma Medications: A Prospective, Quantitative OCT Angiography Study.” Presented at American Glaucoma 
Society Annual Meeting, March 15, 2019, San Francisco, CA.               
 
Yan, D., Wey, S., Gradone, A., Madhava, M., Plumb, E. “Trends in Beverage and School Lunch Consumption Among the Pediatric 
Refugee Population in Philadelphia.” Presented at Sigma Xi Research Day at Thomas Jefferson University, April 10, 2018, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Wey, S., Kaplinsky, N. “Positive Transcriptional Regulator HSFA1d and Small Spliceosome Subunit EG6 Independently Regulate the 
Heat Shock Response in Arabidopsis thaliana.” Presented at Mid-Atlantic American Society of Plant Biologists Annual Meeting, 
April 9, 2016, Swarthmore, PA. 

 

Languages Spoken 
Chinese, Spanish 
 

Hobbies 
Baking from scratch, writing Yelp reviews, solving New York Times Mini Crosswords, weightlifting, playing piano and cello 
 

Personal Statement 
Every Wednesday evening during my preclinical years, I would exchange my textbooks for my short white coat to volunteer as a 
patient advocate and Mandarin translator at a clinic for underserved populations in Philadelphia’s Chinatown. My experience is best 
described in snapshots. While waiting for the providing physician, a patient and I would guess the regional origin of each other’s 
accent. I would try to convince a patient to eat two-thirds of the usual dinner portion of rice or put one less spoonful of sugar into 
her morning cup of tea. Before bidding a patient good night and safe travels home, I would hand-write medication lists with Chinese 
translations of the medical instructions. Over these years at the clinic, I had the chance to work with patients again on their follow-
up visits. We rejoiced over increased vegetable intake and smiled in relief at the sight of a fasting glucose reading within normal 
range. I learned that I strongly prefer a clinical setting that prioritizes establishing long-term relationships with patients and providing 
care to underserved populations. My interest in overcoming language and cultural barriers to improve healthcare access led to my  



 

 
 
involvement in the annual Committed to Awareness through Research, Education and Support Conference (CARES) at Wills Eye  
Hospital. I translated Mandarin for the Chinese elderly from a local senior center. I noticed that they could not benefit from the 
informational lectures. It also became clear during the glaucoma screening that many of them required more extensive evaluation. 
The next year, I spearheaded an educational program on glaucoma for the Mandarin-speaking population and created a criteria and 
algorithm to smooth out the screening process. With the recently assembled student steering committee, I continue to work on the 
CARES Conference to improve health outcomes for the attendees. 
 

Why I Chose Cincinnati  
At no other interview day did I smile and laugh as much as I did at Cincinnati with the faculty and residents. Furthermore, I was 
impressed by the evidence-based learning model of the internal medicine curriculum and the clear responsiveness of the program 
leadership to resident feedback.  

 

Stephanie Wey (continued) 




