
Using the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) 
  Facilitator guide   

Exercise 
 

Overview 

 

Tools are available to access data about industrial facility emissions to air, water and 
land from the federally mandated Toxics Release Inventory (TRI).  These resources 
provide information on the chemicals, volume and changes in emission over time.   

 

Objectives 

1. Access electronic resources to find TRI information. 

2. Discuss why this information is important. 

3. Demonstrate the use these resources to:  

 identify an emission from a local source,  

 Identify the effects if any these emissions would  have on your community, 

and  

 determine if the industry is acting to reduce emissions. 

 

Facilitator Information 

Time Requirement: 1.5 hours 

Number of Instructors: 1-2 

Format: Small Group Activity 

 

Resources 

 Participant manual 

 Tutorials at: https://sites.google.com/site/ejinfotnstate/ 

 Downloaded ‘help’ resources for each tool to be used  
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 Laptops or tablet computers. EPA recommends using Google Chrome to access 

the tools. 

 Easels and easel paper or marker board to record feedback 

 SDS dictionary or other glossary (such as from the MWC website) for each small 

group 

 Locally useful handout (to be prepared by the facilitator prior to the session) 

showing several screens that supplement the participant manual   

Preparation 

Preparation requires 2 to 3 hours and includes: 

 Read through ‘About TRI’ and ‘TRI Information for You’ at 
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program 

 Work through the TRI Explorer and TRI.NET tutorials at 
https://sites.google.com/site/ejinfotnstate/.   

 Work through the participant exercise using a county of interest to you.  Expand 
columns in the data shown to become familiar with embedded fields. 

 

For example, the first screen for TRI Explorer:   
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Expanded on-site fields: 

 
 

Prepare locally-relevant screen shots if you know the interest of the group(s) or use 
screen shots of the example you worked through in preparing for the program.  Up to 15 
slides should be sufficient to provide guidance; create a handout or refer participants to 
the tutorials.    

 

Presentation of the Exercise 

Provide an overview of the website, using local zip code or county identifiers (prepared 
in advance). 

Have participants use classroom laptops or notebooks to access the site. Use Google 
Chrome for best results.   

Facilitate a discussion to determine what participants would like to learn about 
emissions in their county or state.  List these information needs on the easel paper and 
post.   

Review the three parts of the Worksheet. As appropriate, break class into groups of 3-4 
based on interest area.  Depending on the number of participants and devices, each 
member of a group of three could access a different resource, or a group can do each 
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one.  Ask 1 participant in each group to be the recorder for the discussion.  Agree on 
assignment for each group.  

The groups should work for about 30 minutes getting familiar with the site, and finding 
information.  Complete the Worksheet as the information is found.  

Take a 10 minute break. 

Facilitate a discussion during the report back.  Refer to the posting of information that 
participants wanted to find, and identify if there are still needs.  Use your knowledge of 
the website (and MyEnvironment) to indicate where answers may be found.  

Make notes of feedback on how to improve this exercise.   

Specifically,  

 

 Acronyms not familiar to participants  

 

 Terms that should be defined 

 

 Time constraints of the exercise 

 

 Items you were not able to answer 

 

Additional discussion questions that may be included at the end of the exercise 

 

 Other  
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