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Education:
7/1987 – 7/1993
M.D., Istanbul University Faculty of Medicine, Istanbul, Turkey

Post-Doctoral Training:

8/1993 – 5/1999
Residency, Department of Orthopaedics, Taksim Emergency Hospital, Istanbul, Turkey
2/1996 – 7/1997
Research Fellow, Department of Plastic Surgery, Cleveland Clinic, OH
6/1999 – 9/2000
Staff Orthopedic Surgeon, Baltalimani Bone and Joint Diseases Hospital, Istanbul, 



Turkey
10/2000 – 7/2002
Fellow, Department of Plastic Surgery, Cleveland Clinic, OH
8/2002 – 8/2003 
Fellow in Hand Surgery, Kleinert Institute, Louisville, KY

Additional Education:

2021-2022

Surgical Leadership Program Certificate. Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

Certification and Licensure

7/2001


ECFMG certification (#0-504-250-2)

8/2003


Colorado State Board of Medical Examiners (# 41918)

1/2010 – 12/2019 
American Board of Orthopedic Surgery (ABOS) 

1/2020- 12/2029
American Board of Orthopedic Surgery (ABOS), Recertification by WLA Pathway
7/2011- 7/2023

Certificate of Added Qualifications (CAQ) in Hand Surgery

9/2011-present

Michigan State Board of Medical Examiners

Academic, Administrative and Clinical Appointment:

9/2003 – 6/2008
Assistant Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, Univ. of Colorado Denver
7/2008 – 8/2011
Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, Univ. of Colorado Denver

6/2003 – 8/2011
Chief of Hand Surgery, Denver Health Medical Center, CO

9/2003 – 8/2011
Director of Microsurgery Research, Denver Health Medical Center, Univ. of Colorado

9/2011 – 8/2017
Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
11/2015 – 2021

Director, Vascularized Composite Allograft Program, Univ of Michigan, Ann Arbor,MI
9/2017 – 12/2022
Clinical Professor of Orthopedic & Plastic Surgery, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
7/2019- 12/2022
Medical Director, South Main Orthopedics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

1/2023 – present
Norman S. & Elizabeth C.A. Hill Professor, Director of Hand Division, 

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH

Honors and Awards:
7/1997: 
Best Overall Paper, 40th Annual Meeting of Ohio Valley Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

7/2009:
Best Teacher Award, Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Univ. of Colorado

2/2010:
Outstanding Clinician Award, Denver Health Medical Center

2012-present:
Associate Editor, J Hand Surgery (Am)

2015:
William C. Smith, MD, Educator of the Year Award, University of Michigan
2016-present:
Deputy Editor, Hand and Upper Extremity Research, Journal of the American Academy of the Orthopedic Surgery

2019:
Andrew J Weiland Medal Award for Mid-Career Scientist Hand Surgeon, The American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Grants:

“Sub-normothermic Ex-situ Perfusion Using Red Blood Cells and Plasma: Critical Component Analysis”. Principal Investigator, DOD Reconstructive Transplantation Research, Idea Discovery Award, Amount: $496.728.

“Development of a Small Animal Model to Study Ex-Situ Limb Perfusion”. Co-Investigator, American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH), 2017, Basic Science research Grant, Amount: $20.000.





“Ex-vivo Normothermic Limb Perfusion to Extend Composite Tissue Survival on Swine” Principal Investigator, American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH) 2012 Basic Science Research Grant, Amount: $20.000.
“Development of Microsurgery Program in Orthopedic Residency Training” Principal Investigator, Orthopaedic Research and Education Foundation (OREF), 2010. Amount: $10.000.

“Corticosteroid Injection versus Autologous Blood Injection in the Treatment of Lateral Epicondylitis:  A Prospective, Randomized Multi-Center Study”, Co-Investigator, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 2006-2007. Amount: $10.000. 

“A Double-Blind, Randomized, Placebo-controlled Phase 2b Study to Establish the Effective Dose Range and to Evaluate the Safety of Chrysallin in Adult Subjects with a Fractured Distal Radius”, Co-Investigator, Orthologic, 2004-2006. Amount: $150.000.

“Development of Microsurgery Research and Training Laboratory”, Principal Investigator, University of Colorado School of Medicine and Denver Health Medical Center, 2005. Amount: $220.000.

“Novel Approach to Induce Tolerance in Composite Tissue Allografts”, Co-Investigator American Heart Association, Southern and Ohio Valley Research Consortium, Scientist Development Grant, 2001-2003. Amount: $150.000. 
“Novel Approach to Induce Tolerance in Composite Tissue Allografts”, Co-Investigator Wilson Educational Foundation Grant, 2001-2003. Amount: $80.000.

Memberships in Professional Organizations:

1999:
Turkish Society of Reconstructive Microsurgery, Member

2003:
University of Colorado, Alumni Society, Member

2006:
Rocky Mountain Hand Society, Member

2007-2017:
Orthopedic Trauma Association (OTA), Associate Member

2008:
AO North America, Faculty

2009:
American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH), Active Member

2009:
Robert E. Carroll Hand Club, Active Member

2012:
American Academy of Orthopedic Surgery (AAOS), Active Member

2012: 
Michigan Orthopaedic Society (MOS), Active Member

2012: 
American Orthopaedic Association, (AOA) Active Member

2014: 
American Society of Reconstructive Transplantation (ASRT)

Editorial Positions, Boards, and Peer-Review Service

Patient Safety in Surgery, Editorial Board, 2007 – 2011.

Journal of Hand Surgery (Am), Consultant Reviewer, 2010 – 2011

Journal of Hand Surgery (Am), Associate Editor, 2012- present

Journal of American Academy of Orthopaedic Surg. (JAAOS), Consultant Editor, 2014-2016

Journal of American Academy of Orthopaedic Surg. (JAAOS), Deputy Editor,  Research in Hand/Wrist Section, 2016 – present

Journal of Pediatric Orthopedics, Consultant Editor, 2016 – Present

Microsurgery, Associate Editor, 2020 – Present

Transplantation, Consultant Reviewer, 2018 – Present

American Journal of Transplantation, Consultant Editor, 2020 – Present

JoVe, Consultant Editor, 2021
Committee, Organizational, and Volunteer Service
Risk management committee since 2010, Denver Health Medical Center

Physician’s For Peace, International Board Member, 2005-2007

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, Website Comm. Member 2012 – 2015

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, ER Care Comm. Member 2014 – 2017

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, Research Comm. Member 2015 - 2017

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, Research Comm. Member 2019 – 2024
American Orthopaedic Association, Distinguished Contributions to Orthopaedics Award Task Force, Member 2018-2020.

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, ER Care Comm. Member 2020 – 2023

American Society for Surgery of the Hand, Annual Meeting Program Comm. Member 2020 – 2023

American Academy of Orthopedic Surgery, Research Awards Work Group Member, 2020 - 2022 

Visiting Professorships, Seminars, and Extramural Invited Presentations (Local or State Level)
“Replantations of the Upper Extremity”, Longmont Hospital, September, 2004.

“Crush Syndrome”, Invited Lecturer, Platte Valley Hospital, Colorado, March 2005.

“Distal Radius Fractures- When is a Plate Appropriate?” Fall Orthopedic Summit on Minimally Invasive Surgery, Keystone, Colorado, September, 2005.

“Doctors Demistify the Wrist-Distal radius fractures”, Regional Course for Hand Therapists, Presbyterian Saint Luke’s Hospital, Colorado, November 2006.

“Doctors Demistify the thumb-Management of Burn Injuries and 1st Web Space Contracture” Regional Course for Hand Therapists, Presbyterian Saint Luke’s Hospital, Colorado, April 2007.

“Compartment Syndrome vs Crush Injury” Invited Lecturer, Pridemark Ambulance Service, Denver, Colorado, September 2007.

“Upper Extremity Replantations” Invited Lecturer, Greeley, Colorado, September, 2007. 

“Doctors Demystify the Elbow-Functional Muscle and Tendon Transfers to Restore Elbow Flexion”, Regional Course for Hand Therapists, Presbyterian Saint Luke’s Hospital, Colorado, April, 2008.

“Explosion Injuries to the Hand”, Rocky Mountain Trauma Conference, Breckenridge, Colorado, June, 2008.
“Mutilating Hand and Upper Extremity Injuries: Denver Health Experience”, Trauma and Critical Care Symposium, Colorado Springs, August 2008.

“Replantations in Children”, Pediatric Trauma Symposium, Denver, Colorado, November, 2008.

“Mutilating upper and lower extremity injuries”, Memorial Hospital, Greeley, August, 2009.

“Doctor Demystify Current Science- Composite Tissue Allograft transplantation, Sking grafts, Flaps”, Regional Course For Experienced Therapists, Denver, Colorado, September 2009.

“Doctor Demystify Muscle and Tendon- Tenodesis, Tendon and Muscle Transfers”, Regional Course for Hand Therapists, Denver, Colorado, March 2010.

“Pathophysiology of Compartment Syndrome”, Clinical Orthopedic Society Annual Meeting, Invited Lecturer, Denver, CO, September 2010.

“A Novel Reconstruction Technique Using Bone-Tendon Allograft in Composite Defects Around the Elbow”, Clinical Orthopedic Society Annual Meeting, Invited Lecturer, Denver, CO, September 2010.

“Composite Reconstruction in Mutilating Upper Extremity Reconstruction”, Grand Rounds Lecture, Geisinger Medical Center, PA, September 2010.

“Mutilating Hand Injuries”, Grand Rounds Lecture, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, January, 2011.

“Mutilating Hand Injuries”, Grand Rounds Lecture, Grand Rapids, July 2012.

“Free Fibula Grafts for the Reconstruction of Recalcitrant NOnunions of the Upper Extremity”, Michigan Orthopaedic Society, Annual Meeting, Mackinaw Island, June, 2012.

“Distal radius fractures: Exposures”, AO basic course, Ann Arbor, September, 2012

“Metacarpal Fixation”, AO basic course, Ann Arbor, September, 2012

“Free Fibula Grafts for Infected Nonunions of the Upper Extremity”, Badgley Day, Ann Arbor, October, 2012.

“Ten Conditions Requiring Urgent Referral”, Michigan Medical Society, Detroit, October, 2012.

“Vascularized Medial Femoral Condyle Flap for Scaphoid Nonunions”, Carroll Club Meeting, February, 2013.

“Volkmann’s Ischemic Contracture in Children”, Fischer Pediatric’s Day, Ann Arbor, March 2018.

“Scaphoid Fractures: Operative vs Nonoperative Treatment”, AO Course, Seattle, March, 2013.

“Emergency Hand Care”, Michigan Medical Society, Detroit, October, 2013.

“Common entrapment neuropathies of the upper extremity”, Doctors Demystify, Detroit, March, 2014.

“Dynamic Ulnocarpal Abutment”, Carroll Club Meeting, April, 2014.

“Biceps Tendon Ruptures: Non-operative treatment”, Michigan Orthopaedic Society, Annual Meeting, Mackinaw Island, June, 2015.

“What is new in distal radius fractures?”, AO advanced course, Ann Arbor, July, 2015.

“Scaphoid Fractures”, AO advanced course, Ann Arbor, July, 2015.

“Osteoarticular Elbow Allografts”, Carroll Club Meeting, February, 2016.

“VCA Preservation”, Carroll Club Meeting, February, 2016.

“Hand Transplantation”, KCD Annual Symposium, Detroit, March, 2016.

“Extremity Preservation Prior to Transplantation and Replantation”, Cutting Edge in Hand Surgery Symposium, Annual Meeting, Cleveland, June 2016.

“Mutilating Elbow Injuries”, Badgley Day, Ann Arbor, September, 2016.

“Free Fibula Grafts for Infected Nonunions of the Upper Extremity”, Cutting Edge in Hand Surgery Symposium, Annual Meeting, Cleveland, June 2017.

“Mutilating Elbow Injuries”, Cutting Edge in Hand Surgery Symposium, Annual Meeting, Cleveland, May 2018.

“Ligamentous Injuries of the Elbow”, Doctors Demystify, Detroit, October, 2018.

“Mutilating Elbow Injuries”, Doctors Demystify, Detroit, October, 2018.

Invited Speaker for National and International Meetings:
1. Ozer K. Tissue preservation in vascularised composite tissue allografts. European Societies for Reconstructive Microsurgery, Antalya, Turkey, April 22-26, 2016

2. Ozer K. Treatment of fracture dislocations of the PIP joint. International Federation of  Societies for Surgery of the Hand, Buenos-Aires, Argentina, October 24-28, 2016.

3. Ozer K. Normothermic Ex-situ Perfusion in Limb Preservation. American Transplantation Congress, Seattle, WA, June 2-6, 2018, 2018.

4. Ozer K. Elective Replantations. Turkish Society of Reconstructive Microsurgery, Istanbul, Turkey, June 22-24, 2019.

Instructional Course Lectures in National Meetings:

1. Ozer K, Lawton J, Haase S, Waljee J. Mutilating Hand Injuries. Instructional Course Lecture, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 66th Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, September 8-10, 2011 (Moderator/Speaker).

2. Ozer K, Lawton J, Papandrea R. Mutilating Elbow Injuries. Instructional Course Lecture, Orthopaedic Trauma Association, Annual Meeting 2012 (Moderator/Speaker).

3. Lawton J, Ozer K, Haase S, Waljee J, Chung KC.  Comprehensive evaluation and management of conditions affecting the proximal interphalangeal joint. Instructional Course Lecture, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 67th Annual Meeting, San Francisco, October 3-5, 2013 (Speaker).
4. Ozer K, Lawton J, Chung KC, Waljee J, Haase S. Infected Nonunions of the Upper Extremity. Symposia on “Complications in Upper Extermity Surgery”, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 68th Annual Meeting, Boston, September 17-20, 2014 (speaker).
5. Ozer K. Preventing Tendinous Complications After Volar Plating of the Distal Radius. Pre-meeting Instructional Course Lecture on Distal Radius Fractures. American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 69th Annual Meeting, Seattle, September 3-5, 2015. 
6. Ozer K. Metacarpal fractures. AAOS, Annual Meeting, Specialty Day, 2017.

7. Ozer K, Lawton J, Haase S, Waljee J, Sears E, Lien J. Everything you need to know about PIP joint injuries. Instructional Course Lecture, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 71st Annual Meeting, September 7-9, 2017.
8. Ozer K, Lawton J, Lien J, Shah A. Acute Compartment Syndrome to Volkmann’s Ischemic Contracture: A Spectrum of Disease. Instructional Course Lecture, American Society for Surgery of the Hand, 72nd Annual Meeting, September 13-15, 2018.
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