News at a Glance
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The CEG Community Engagement Core (CEC) has been immersed in multiple 0O

summer activities, including a May 30 Health Science Café at the Norwood Library.
Topic: The CEC’s ongoing soil testing project and lead (Pb) contamination in
urban soil. Presenter\Facilitator: Nick Newman, DO, MS, FAAP; Assistant Professor
of Pediatrics and Environmental Health, UC College of Medicine, and Director,
Environmental Health and Lead Clinic Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center.

On June 11 CEC Program Manager Angela Larck, MSOL, and colleague Victoria
Straughn, CMA, joined CEG member Zalfa Abdel-Malek, PhD, CEG Director Susan
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Pinney, PhD, FACE, and Dr. Pinney’s mentee Katie Santanello at Coney Island’s

Sunlite Pool for a community engagement exercise on the benefits of, and correct way of applying, sunscreen.
Larger than a footballl field and holding more than 3 million gallons of water, Sunlite Pool is considered to be largest
flat-surface recirculating pool in the world and attracts numerous swimmers of all ages.

Soon thereafter, the CEC returned for a second year in a row to the Cincinnati Museum Center’s Medical Camp for
5th—8th grade students. At the camp, kids learn some of what it takes to be a doctor. Participants learn basic First Aid

skills and animal dissection techniques and
enjoy opportunities to meet with medical
professionals. On June 12 MPH students
Hope Palalay and Ariela Topper presented
on the field of clinical microbiology and
their research interest: infectious diseases.
Hope and Ariela explained how the study
of microbes can help us better understand
disease prevention, including the need for
goodbacteriainourbodies,andhowbacteria
become antibiotic resistant. Campers

seeded their own petri dishes with microbes
sampled from everyday items, including the
bottom of their shoes. Students were able
to see the incubated results 2 days later. The
children also practiced proper handwashing
technique by using a special hand lotion
that, under UV light, fluoresces germs.
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